When I first got the job everybody told me not to tell about 
the bad and unpleasant things in my stories. And 1 could say that I 
did not try to do it in my prrevious stories. But alt of us at one 
time or the other is confronted by a situation which is very hard to 
decide, And it is uy to the prerson who is involved to make the de- 
cision. I did not know whether it is right for me to tell about the 
lottery business or not. After a great deal of drawing back and fear 
I finally gathered enough courage to go ahead and write the story. 
It is not my intention to tell so as to embarrass anyone. It is 
not my intention to cause trouble to anyone. it is my intention 
to tell about the lottery business as many see it. Let us not look 
upon it as a thing against the law. Let us look at it as a sort 
of vrofession like any other rrofession. With this view in mind 
L am presenting this story. 

it hannened that this man had been doing the lottery bus- 
iness for a long time. He was very unwilling to tell about it. But 
I absolutely vromised him that no one would come and investigate and 
that no one would make trouble to him. He stonned working at the 
business for a long time now. It was only after a great deal of 
promising on my nart that he finally consented to tell. 

Let us take a trirn down to Chinatown. The observer will see 
men sunning themselves in the bright sunlight. Children are play- 
ing on the streets. Qld women with bound. feet are going home af- 
ter shovping in the stores. In the cigar stands a group of oriental 


and Filinino boys are gathered around the dice trying desnerately 
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to win a few dollars, Old men are sitting on doorsters smoking long 
pines. 

Night draws near, The streets instead of being deserted are 
more crowded than ever. Through the noise of the streets one could 
hear the rattling of the mah jongs as men gathered to gamble. The 
stores are brightly lighted. A groun of boys stands in the corner 
whispering. Innocent nersons are coming out of dark houses. To 
one who has been accustomed to seeing such things there is nothing 
strange in it. To others it is mysterious. 

Most of us have the oninion that a Chinaman is an opium 
smoker working in a laundry shon speaking such things as "me likee, 
me no likee", Also that he walks around in honping stevns with a 
vig tail hanging on the cranium, That is the Chinaman of the imag- 
ination. It is not the Chinaman of real life. 

Before we come to any conclusion as to what so many vneople 
are doing in the lottery business let us ston awhile and listen to 
one who had a great deal of exnerience in it. This man had been in 
the business for over ten years. He has three children. The young- 
est one is a girl just hardly twelve years of age, The youngest 
ene is about nine. All of them go to the Lincoln School, 

The man and the wife are both born in China. They came over 
to America in 1920. The man is thirty-five. The woman is thirty- 
four. They have been married for more than fifteen years. Their 


first child died a few minutes after birth, 
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fhe man married in China, And like any other married man 
he brought his wife over here to live. They had many friends over 
here in Oakland. They went into business almost immediately. They 
bought a store down by the waterfront in Cakland. For a store 
that was a very roor location. But it made enough to provide a 
good living. The store did most of its business from reorle who 
came over on the ferry boats, 

The years rolled by. During that time the wife gave birth 
to three children, A girl and two boys. Expenses were a great 
deal more than before. The man*s father was living with the fam- 
ily. The man needed more money to take care of his family. 

He knew two friends who were in the lottery business. The 
three of them finally got together and started a commnany. The 
‘first five years of the business was very good indeed, Sach month 
it was nossible to make for each person more than enough for ex- 
yenses. Business was getting to be so good that it was finally 
necessary to hire an extra man to hely with the job. 

Many, many persons were jealous of the success of the com- 
pany. All were trying desperately to get some of the commnany'’s 
business, 

Now something hannened to cause this commnany to serarate,. 
Two of the men were cheating. The other two were honest. So hon- 
est in fact that it was not until many years later that the com- 
yany was serarated, 

Finally the one big comnany was senarated into four different 


companies. Ever since then each one of the comnanies has been 
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losing money. Together they hold, senarated they fall. 

This man finally abandoned the business completely because 
he had been losing money for a long time. The other three tried 
desnerately to go on. Only one of them managed to do a little 


business, The other two kent going on honing they might somehow 


make enough for a living. 


Everyone of these neorle does not think of the lottery bus- 
iness as one of vice, They do not think of it as a gambling game. 
to them 1t is a rrefession like any other profession. To them it 
is a means of making a living. To them it is the difference bet- 
ween starvation and food. They go into the business not to make a 
great deal of money. It is not a racket to them. They know fully 
well that itis against the law. But that is not the imrortant 
thing to them. They go on year after year doing the same work. It 
is the only thing that they could do, They have no other work to 
do. Itis hard to find a good job with good wages. So they 
struggle. on, 

The man was telling the truth when he said: "I'm glad that 
I'm through with the business, The business is so indefinite. It 
is not like working for a wage. In other work we know definitely 
what amount we get each month, But in this business no one could 
tell. Some months are better than others. One month we make money. 
Another, we lose money. All we could hore to do is to hone. And 
that is not all. We had a great deal of expenses, and there is no 
time to rest. We work on Sundays like any other day. Only on im- 


portant days do we have any rest at all. 
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"When I was working at the company, we were always busy. 

We never had a moment of rest. Many neople accused the lottery 
business as one of crookedness, But the truth is that the reonle 
who bought the tickets are the real ones to be called crooks, 
Time and time again we were cheated by reovnle who were smarter 
than we were. ‘The methods in which they cheated us were uncanny. 
All kinds of methods were used. And many times the crooks got 
away With the money. Sometimes the cheaters refused to admit 
that they were the oneSwhowere cheating; they insisted that the 
company was the one to blame. There was a great deal of trouble 
whenever anything of this sort hannened,."™ 

"Did you like to work at the lottery business?" 

"It was a dangerous business, Also it was a very strenuous 
business, People who are weak could not work at it. The long 
hours of work would be too much for then." 

"What are your reasons for leaving the business?" 

"Because the work is hard and strenuous. Also because of 
what I said before. Because the whole thing is so indefinite, Al- 
so I was not very interested in it." 

"What are you doing now?" 

. "I am working in a restaurant as a cook. I make salads and 
mies and cakes. It is much better than working in the lottery bus- 
iness, Here the hours are not long. We could rest on Sundays. 

We do not have to worry. Every month I know how much I am going 

to get. We do not have to worry about the thousand little things 
that bothered us in thelottery business, Besides the work is not 


so strenuous and hard. It is indeed fortunate for me that I 
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stonved working at the lottery," 

"Do you manage to get along in the work that you are doing 
now?" 

"Whenever a rerson has children there are exnenses, My case 
is no excention,. We have to worry about food, clothes, and rent, 
It is not an easy thing to get along these days. I considered 
myself very lucky if 1 make enough to vrovide for the exrenses of 
the family. We do not waste money on this and that. We svend only 
when absolutely necessary.” 

The man has a brother Tinine in San Francisco, He too, used 
to work in the lottery business. And he too, also stonned working 
at it. People who had had exnerience in the want he senate agreed 
that anyone who went in the lottery business was a fool. They 
know by actual exrerience that it was not an easy job. Money did 
not come flying in as exnected. In its place instead were worry, 
hard work, struggle. Other reorle thought that it was one easy 
job. And like fools they went into the business to make money. 
Others went into the business not to make money but for a living. 
fhe y are a pathetic groun. They worked and they worked and for re- 
turn, sometimes, they received nothing. 

Many would not do it if it wasn't an absolute necessity. To 
them we are not criticizing, To them we are not pitying. We are 
only hoping that they will have sense to get out of the business 
and the worry that goes with it. 

In China the man was cuite a gambler. But he broke the habit 


before the habit broke him. So it was not strange that he went 
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into the lottery game. Now nothing in the world would make him 
go into the game again. He knows too well the complications and 
trouble involved in it. 

Now all of those worries are gone, The man is working at 
the present job and getting along very well. Even though he does 
not make much at least he knows how much he gets each month and he 


could determine his exnenses this way. 
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A Business or a Racket? 


fs " \ fihen t first got the job everybody told me not to tell 
“about the bad and unpleasant things in my stories. And I 
could say that I did not try to do it in my previous stories. 
But all of us at one time or the othere is confronted by a 
situation which is very hard to decide. And it is up to the 

f person who is involved to make the decision. I did not know 

| V, i: whether it is right for me to tell about the lottery business 
or note After a great deal of drawing back and fear I finally 
gathered enough courage to go ahead and write the story. It 
is not intention to tell so as to embarrass anyone. It is not 
my intention to cause trouble to anyone. It is my intention 
peter about the lottery business as many see it. Let us 


not look upon it as a thing against the law. Let us look at 
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it as a sort of proffession like any other profession. With 
this view in mind I am presenting this story. 

it happened that this man had been doing the lottery 
business for a long time. He was very unwilling to tell about 
it. But I absolutely promised him that no one would come 
and investigate and that no one would ake trouble to him. 

He stopped working at the business for a long time now. 

It was only after a great deal of promising onsmy part that 
he Zinally consented to tell. 

Let us take a trip down to Chinatown. [Webster and Hight 
Se eks important streets in the town. | The observer will see 
men sunning themselves in the bright sunlight. Children are 
playing on the streets. Old women with binded feet are going 
home after shopping in the stores. In the cigar stands a group 


of oriental and Filipinos boys are gathered around the dicey 


eae Age cine Tote to win a few dollars. Old men are sitting 
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on doorsteps smoking long pipes. 

i Night draws near. The streets instead of being deserted 
are more crowded than ever. ‘Through the noise of the streets 
one could hear the rattling of the mah jongs as men gathered 
to gamble. The stores are brightly lighted. <A group of boys 
stands in the corner whispering. Innocent persons are coming 
out of dark houses. To one who has been accustomed to seeing 
Such things there is nothing strange in it. To others it 
is mysterious. | 

Most of us have the opinion that a Chinaman is an opium 
Smoker working in a laundry shop speaking such things as "me 
likee, me no likee". Also that he walks around in hopping 
steps with a pig tail hanging on the cranium. That is the 
Chinaman of the imagination. It is mot the Chinaman of real 
life. \ 4 

Before we come to any conclusion as to |why | 80 many 
people are doing the lottery business let us stop swhile and 
listen to one who. had a great deal vof experience in it. This 
man had been in the business for over ten years. He have three 
children. The/ ame one is aj girl justhhardly twelve years 
of age. The youngest one is about nines All of them go to 
the Lincdln School. 

The man and the wife are both born in China. ‘They came 
over to America in 1920. The man is thirty-five. The onan 
is thirty-four. They have been married for more than fifteen 
years. Their first child died a few minutes a*tter birth. 

The man married in China. And like any other married 


man he brought his wife over here to live. ‘They had many 


friends over here in Oakland. They went into business almost 
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immediately. They bought a store| at Second ce ay 
For a store that was a very poor location. But it made enough 
to provide a2 good livings The store did most of its business 
from people who came over on the ferry boats. pt First and 
Broadway./ 

Tit was a men's clothing store. It setled only men's 
clothing. Men's overalls, gloves, underwear, and shirts. | 

| The years rolled by. During that time the wife gave 
birth to three children. A girl and two boys. Expenses © 
were a great deal more than before. ‘The man's father was 
living with the family. The man needed more money to take care 
of his family. 

He knew two friends who were in the lotfery business. 
The three of them finally got together and started a company. 
The first: five years of the business was very good indeed. Hach 
month it was possible to make for each person more than enough 
for expenses. Business was getting to be so good that it was 
finally necessary to hire an extra man to help with the job. 

Many, many person were jeslous of the success of the 
company. All were trying desperately to get some of the 
company's business. 

3 Now something happened to cause this company to separate. 
Two of the man were cheating. Os eS two hth: honest. So 
honest in fact that it was not ar years later! pefore the company 
was separated. 

Finally the one big company was separated into four 
different companies. Ever since then euch 3! the companies 


had been losing money. Together they hold, separated the fall. 


This man finally abandoned the business completely be- 
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(4) 
cause he had been losing money for 2 long time. The other three 
tried desperately to go on. Only one of them managed to do a 
little business. ‘The other two kept going on hoping they might 
somehow make enough for a living. 

Everyone of these people does not think of the lottery 
business as one of vice. They do not think of it as a gambling 
game. To them it is a profession like any other profession. To 
them it is a aeant of making a living. ‘To them it is the difference 
between stsrvation and food. They go into the business not to 
make a great deal of money. It is not a racket to them. They 
know fully well that it is against the law. But that is not the 
important thing to them. ‘They go on year after year doing the 
Same work. a is the only thing that they could do. They have 
no other, to do. It is hard to find a good job with good wages. 
So they struggled on. 

The man was telling the truth when he said,"I'm glad that 
I'm through with the business. The business is so indefinite. 

It is not like working for a wage. In other work we know definitely 
what amount we get each month. But in this business no one could 
tell. Some months are better than other. One month we make 

money. Anbdther,we lose money. All we could hope to do is to 

hope. And that is not all. We had a great deal of expenses. 

And there is no time for rest. ie work on Sundays like any 

other day. Only on important days do we have any rest at all. 

"When I was working at the coupany, we were always busy. 
We never hed a moment of rest. Many people accused the lottery 
business as one of ereekeness. But the truth is that the people 


who brought the tickets are the real one to be called crooks. 


ime and time again we were dheated by people who were smarter 
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than we were. The methods in which they cheated us were uncanny. 
e All kinds of methods were used. And many many times the crooks 

got away with the money. Sometimes the cheaters refused to admit 

that they mpe the one who was cheating, they insisted that the 


as 
whenever anything of this sort happened.” 


av ; 
company was one to blame. ‘There was a great deal of trouhle 


"Did you like to work st the lottery business?" 

"It was a dangerous business. Also it wss a very strenuous 
business. People who are weak could not work at it. The long 
hours of work would be too much for them." 

"What are your reasons for lesving the business?" 

"Because the work is hard and strenuous. Also because of 
what I said before. Because the whole thing is so indefinite. 
Also I was not very interested in Le. 

"What are you doing now?" 

"I am working in a restaurants as a cook. I mike salads 
and pies and cakes. It is much better thsn working in the lottery 
business. Here the hours are not long. ie couldrest on Sundays. 
We ado have to worry. very month I know how much I am going 
to get. We do not have to worry about the thousand little 
things that bothered us in the lottery business. Besides the 
work is not so strenuous and hard. It is indeed fortunate for 
me that I stopped working at the Jjottery."” 

"Do you managed to get along in the work that you are 
doing now?" 

"Whenever a person has children there are expenses. 

{in)my case lit |is no&& exception. We have to worry about food, 


clothes, and rent. it is not sn easy thing to get along these 


days. I considereg myself very lucky if I make enough to 
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provide for the expenses of the family. We do not waste money 
on this and that, lig spend only when absolutely necessary." 
The man has a brother living in San Francisco. He too, 
used to work in the lottery business. And he too, also stopped 
working at it. People who had had experience in the business 
all agrecaa that anyone who went in the lottery business was a 
fool. They know by actual experience that it was not an easy 
job. Money did not come flying in as expected. In its place 
instead were worry, hard work, struggle. Other people thought 
that it was one easy; job. And like fools they went into the 
business to make money. Others went into the business not 
to make money but for a living. They are a pathetic group. 
They worked and they worked and for return, sometimes, they received 
nothing. 

Many would not do it if it wasn't an absolute necessity. 
To them we are not critizing. ‘To them we are not pitying. 

We are only hoping that they will have sense to get out of the 
business and the worry that goes with it. 

In China the man was quite a gambler. But he break) the 
habit before the habit break him. So it was not strange that 
he went into the lottery game. Now nothing in the world would 
make" go into the game again. Helkntwjtoo well the complications 
and trouble involved in it. 

Now 311 of those worries are gone. ‘he man is working 
at the present job and getting along very well. Even though 
fe eaten s make much at least he knows how much he gets each 


month and he could determined his expenses this way. 
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brought his wife over here to live. They had many friends over here 
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When I first got the job everybody told me not to tell about the 


- bad and unpleasant things in my stories. And I could say that I did 


not try to do it in my previous stories. But all of us at one time or 
the other is confronted by a situation which is very hard to decide. 
And it is up to the person who is involved to make the decision. I 

did not know whether it is right for me to tell about the lottery 
business or not. After a great deal of drawing back and fear I finally 
gathered enough courage to go ahead and write the story. It is not my 
intention to tell so as to embarrass anyone. It is not my intention 

to causes trouble to anyone. It is my a ee to tell about the 
lottery business as many see it. Let uB°¥ook upon it as a thing 
against the law. Let us look at it as as ort of profession like any 
other profession. With this view in mind I am presenting this story. 


It happened that this man had been doing the lottery business 
for a long time. He was very unwilling to tell about it. But I 
absolutely promised that no one would come and investigate and that 
now one would make troutle for him. He stopped working at the busin- 
ess for a long time now. It was only after a great deal of promising 
on my part that he finally consented to tell. 


Let us take a trip down to Chinatown. Webster and Eighth are 
the important streets in the town. The observer will see men sunning 
themselves in the birght sunlight. Children are playing on the 
streets. Old women with binded feet are going home after shopping 
in the stores. In the cigar stands a group of oriental and Filipinos 
boys are gathered aroung the dices trying desperately to wina few 
Gollars. Old men are sitting on.doorsteps smoking long pipes. 


Night draws near. The streets instead of being more deserted 
are more crowded than ever. Through the noise of the streets one 
could hear the rattling of the mah jongs as men gathered tog amble,. 
The stores are brightly lighted. A group of “oys stands in the 
corner whisbpeping. Innocent people are coming out of dark houses. 
To one who has been accustomed toseeing such things there is nothing 
strange in it. To others it is mysterious. 


Most of us have the opinion that a Chinaman is an opium smoker 
working in a laundry shop speaking such things as "me likee, me no 
likee". Also that he wadkd around hopping steps with a pig’ tat? 
hanging on the cranium. That is the Chinaman of the imagination. 
It is not the Chinaman of real life, 


Before we come to any conclusion as to why sO many people are 
doing the lottery business let us stop awhile and listen to one who 
had a great deal of experience in it. This man has been in the 
business for over ten years. He have three children. The youngest 

one is about nine. All of them go to the Linclon School, 


The manand the wife are both born in China, They came over to 
America in 1920. The man is thirty-five.a The woman is thiryt-four. 
They have been married for more than fifteen years. Their first child 
died a few minutes after birth. 

. ‘ j 

The man amrried in China. And like any other married man he 


% 
i 


aya =e i eS OS mre tee 3h 


A Business or a Racket? 
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When I first got the job everybody told me not totell about the 
bad and unpleasant things in my s ories. And I could say bhat I did 
, nottny to do it in my previous stories., But all of us at one time or 
the other is confronted 


(2) | | (ge 


in Oakland. They went into business almost immediatly. hey bought 
a store at Second and Bradway. For a store that was a very poor 
location. But it made enough to provide a good living. The store 
did most of its business from people who came over on the ferry boats 
at First and Broadway. 


It wqs a men's clothing store. It sold only men's clothing. 
Men's overalis, gloves, underwear, and shirts. 


The years rolled by. During that time the wife gave birth to 
three children. A girl end two boys. Expenses were a great deal more 
than before. The man's father was liming with the family. The man 
needed more money to take care of his family. 


He knew two friends who wre in the lottery business. Thé three 
of them finally got together and started a LOtidY a company. The first 9 
five years of the business was very good indeed. Each month if was 
possible to make for each person more than enough for expenses. i 
Business was getting to be so good WALK/2£ that it was finally necessary | 
to hire an extra man to help with the gob. 


Many, many persons were jealous of the success of the company. 
All were trying desperately to get some of the company's business. 


Now something happened tocause this company toseparate. Two of 
the men were cheating. The other two were LYAEALE honest. So honest 
in fact that it was not until many years later before the company 
was separated, 


Finally the one big company separated into four different compan- 
jes. Ever since theneach one of the compamies had been losing money. 
Together they hold, separated the fall. 


This man finally abandoned the business completely because he had 
been losing money for a long time. The other three tried Sida feiss é 
to go on. Only one of them managed to doa little business. - The other 
two kept going on hoping they might somehow make enough for a living. 


Everyone of these people does not think of the lottery business 
as one of viée. They do not think of it as a gambling game. To them 
it is a profession like any other profession. To them it is a mans 
of making a living. To them it is the difference between starvation 
and food. They go into the business not to make a great deal of money. 
It ig not a rscket tot hem. They know fully well that it is against 
the law. But that it is not important thing to them. They go on 
year after year doing the same work. It is the only thing that they 
could do. They have no other work to do. It is hard to find a good 
job with good wages. So they struggled on. 


ie The man was telling the truth when he said, "I'm glad that I'm | 
through with the business. The bsiness is so indefinite. It is not 
‘ae like working for a wage. In other work we know definitley what ~ . 
: amount we get each month, But in this business no one could tell. 
Some months are better than other. One month we make money. Another, 
we lose money. All we could hope to do is to hope. And that is not 
all. Wh had a great deal of expensew. And there is no time for rest. 
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We ork on Sundays like any other dey. Only on important days do we 
have any rest at all. 


"When I was working at the company, we were A¢évséA always busy. 
We never had amoment of rest. Many people actused the lottery business 
as one of crookedness. But the truth is thathe people who brought the 
tickets are the real ones to be called crooks. Time and again we 
were cheated tb y people who were smarter than we were. The methods 
in which they cheated us were uncanny. All kinds of methods were 
used. And many times the crooks got away with money. Sometimes the 
cheaters refused to admit that theywere the one who was cheating, 
they insisted that the company was the one to blame, There was a great 
déal of trouble whenever anything of this sort happened." 


"Did you like to work at the lottery business?" 


"Tt was a dangeroug business. Also it was a very strenous 
business. Peop&@e who are weak could not work at it. “he long hours 
of work would be too much for them," 


"What are your reasons for leaving the business?" 

"Because the work is hard and strenous, Also because of what I 
said before. Because the whoe thing is so indefinite. Also I was 
not very interested in it." 


"What are? you doing now?" 


"I am working ina restaurants as a cook. I make salads and pées 
nad cakes, It is much better than working in the lottery business. 
Here the hours are not long. We could rest on Sundays. We do not 
have to worry. Every month I know how much I am getting. We do not 
have to worry about the thousandlittle things tht bothered us in the 
lottery business. Besides the work ismmot so strenous and } hard, 
It is indeed fortunate for me that I stopped working at the lottery." 


"Do you managed tog et along in the work that you aré doing now?" 


"Whenever a person has children there sare expenses. In my case 
it is no exception, We have to worry about food, chothes, and rent. 
It is not an easy thing to get along these days. I considered myself 
very lucks if I make enough to provide for the expenses of the family. 
We do not waste money on this and that. We spend only when absolutely 
necessary." 3 


The man has a brother living in *%an Francisco. He too, used to 
work in the lottery businss. And he too, also stopped working at it. 
People who had had experience in the business all agreed that anyone 
who went in the lottery business was a fool, The know by actual 
exper ience that it was not an easy job. Money did not cm#e flying 
in as expected. In its place instead were, worry, hard work, struggle. 
Other people went into the business not to make money but for aliving, 
They are’ a pathetic gropp. They worked and they worked andfor return 
» sometimes, they received nothing, 


‘Many would not do it if it wasn't an absolute necessity. To 
them we are not critizing. To them we are not pitying. We are banly 


hoping that they well have sense to get out of the business and the 
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worry that goes with it. 


In China the man was quite a gambler. But he break the habit 
before the habit break him. So it was not strange that he went into 
the lottery game. Now nothing in the world would make him go into 
the game again. He knew too well the complications and trouble 
involved in it. 


Now all of those worries are gone. The man is working at the 
present job andgetting along very well. Even though he does not ~ 


make much at least he knows how much he gets each month and he could. 


determine his expenses this way. 
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There was once a fsuows king who had been childless for many years. 
Therefore, when he wes informed that the queen was to give birth to a 
child, he was overjoye . 

& guard living at the court, hated the queen and was continually 
looking for some opvortunity to vent his hatred against her, 50, on 
the night the child was born—it was a bey—he secretly stole the 


~~ ehild and substituted for him a cat, then the king went to see his 


little son and saw instead, the cat on the bed near the queen, he 
Was greatly agitated. The treacherous guard thereupon spoke up and 
said, "You see, Your Majesty, your wife has been unfaithful. She has 
borne you not a son but a cot.” 

The king was distraught. He stormed and raged like a wild man, 

He could hardly believe the tragedy that had befallen him fer he had 
always trusted the queen, and yet he was unable to deny the evidence 
of his owm eyes. The more the king raved, the greater was the mard's 
pleasure. Finally the king shouted, "The qucen is queen no longer; 

my wife is my wife no longer. Take her away!" 

Se the guards carried the queen away and took her to a place far 
fron the king's palace. She was tired and weak and no one brought 
her food or drink. At length, she arose and went in quest ef food. 
4s she was passing near 4 small house, she heard a baby wailing and 
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Saw nearby, a nevilyemade greve. She entered the house and there 
found a new-born boy, all alone,s She cooked food for herself and. 
as her strength returned, picked up the baby and rocked him in her 
armS, weeping over the tragic fate that had befallen her. 

The queen then took up her life in that small house with the boy, 
who knew no other mother. She never told hia that she was the queen 
and not his mother, because it was not necessary. She loved the boy 
as if he were her own son and he, in turn, loved her, As he grew up 
the boy worked hard and faithfully in a garden they bad planted, 
gethering and selling veretsbles in the market-place every day, He 
made enough money to take care of his mother, They were never rich 
bat, on the other hand, were never -osr and were fairly contented, 

One day the son found his mother erying bitterly, "Shat is wrong, 
mother?" asked the boy. 

"T have lost my sight and can see nothing clearly, Yesterday I 
could see a little; today I can see nothing," replied the weeping 
WORT 

"Do not ery, mother, I shall take care of yous I will not let you 
suffer.* 

"I know you will care for me, my son. You are a good son," And 
she cried and cried and cried. 

it so happened that one day, as the son was selling vegetables in 
the market-place, a groun of the young king's guaris rode up with the 
high priest. As they galloved swiftly by, a gust of wind blew the 
high priest's hat from his head and tossed it about. It came to rest, 
finally, at the boy's feet and he saw that it was the hat of a person 
of importance, 
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At that moment one of the guards came up and demanded, "What do 
you mean by stealing the high priest's hat? I shall arrest you and 
let the high priest decide what to do with you," 

Soon the high priest rode up and asked for an explanation. The 
boy said, "I did not steal your hat. When it eas blow fron your 
head, it stooped at my feet. te are poor peonle, but we do not steal." 

There do you live?" asked the high priest. 

"I live with my blind mother over the hills," the boy replied, 

The high priest picked up the boy, placed him before him on his 
horse and soon they were at the mother's heuse, hen she heard the 
sound of horse's hoofs, she came quickly to the door and called out, 
"Who is there?* 

*It is all right, mother, it is the high priest and his men," 

A peculiar expression cane over her face as she heard this and 
she said, “The high priest and his men? What do they want?" 

The high priest said, "Nothing is wrong. Do not worry. I met your 
Son down the road and he told me he had a poor blind mother. I wish 
to help you." So the high priest a her money and then rode away, 

The mother kept muttering, ‘The high priest! The high priest!" 

The next morning she told her son that she must talk to the high 
priest on a matter of importance and bade him go to the palace and 
ask the high priest to come to hers The boy did as he was told and 

the high priest promised that he would COME» 
: The next day, however, the high priest happened to be very busy 
and could not go to see the woman, so he sent an assistant, telling 
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hin, "Remember the old woman is blind. Announce yourself as the high 
priest and listen to what she has to say." So the assistant, obeying 
his superior's instructions, went to see the old woman and when she 
asked, “Are you really the high priest?” he answered, "If am." Then 
the old woman said, "Come closer to me so that I may hear you better," 
When he was near she touched his back and said, "You are not the high 
priest. That I know because he has a lum on his back," 

"No. I am an assistant. The high priest could not come and he 
Sent me to hear what you wished to say." 

"iy words are for the high priest alone, I mist see him and oniy 


him, for it is importent." 

The next day the high priest cane. The old woman felt his back to 
make certain if he were truly the high priest and then said suddenly, 
"I am the queen." She told him the story of the treacherous guard's 
hatred and her disgrace. 

The high priest remembered the scandal when the queen had been 
turned out of the palace and promised that he would help punish the 
guard. The next day he took the old woman and her foster son to the 
palace and said to the young prince, "This is your mother," 

"She is not ny mother, By mother died when I was bern, Indeed, 
this blind and poor woman is not my mother," insisted the prince, 

“Nevertheless, she is your mother, If you will lick her eyes she 
will no longer be blind," replied the high priest. "Come and I will 
prove to you that she is your mother." The high priest led them out- 
Side. He offered a prayer and immediately the sky changed and the 
prince saw a sign in the sky and kmew then that this was indeed his 
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mother. When the high priest had told the young prince the story of 
that fateful night when his mother was turned out of the palace in 
disgrace, the son licked his mother's eyes and she was blind no MOTs. 

The guard who had caused so much trouble and suffering was, however, 
still to be punished. So the high priest went to him and said, "The 
old queen has returned te the palace." 

"The cld queen? And what is that to me?" asked the man. He denied 
his geilt, although he was accused by many persons who identified him 
as the culprit. } 

At last the high priest decided on a plan. He ordered his men to 
beat the guard until he was dazed. Then the high priest blackened his 
om face and his men decorated themselves with horns and tails, “hen 
the guard awoke he thought he was in hell » for there sat the black~ 
faced ruler and all his erew., The black~f=ced ruler asked if he wore 
guilty of the crime against the queen and the guard boastfully admitted 
his guilt. Then the high priest and his men removed their dismise 
and the guard knew he had been tricked. 

The guard was immediately executed and the old queen lived again 
in the palace. Her foster son was made one of the judges of the court 
and happiness reigned throughout the land. 


et? Bos cat Supet seetra ats ens po = esas ee 


eege c*sadiom eht benelif ane act cooiergntb 
efdmi2 énait ssi Resume bat ofr Svace: eft 


torigeut ahi apche ah Iefhosut outs 


fsofecus talel edf Jan l 3a 
a fxs [2 eas tte 
a ibe: eta here east mero 


bal elk I od wiown bisam oft 


30% te =.oSniag edt at 


$ berg tet cunt vat Dem 


F. was borg in a small village of Chung Shan District, 
in Canton, about 1900. There were two or three hundred house=-.- 
holds in the village, mostly peasants, though there were a 
few small businessmen. 

when F. was very young his father left for England,and 
afterwards Supported the family by sending them four or five 
pounds monthly in British currency. Under these circumstances 
the living conditions in his family were much better than those 
of the other villagers. So fortunate were they that when he was 
six years old he had the opportunity to go to a private school 
and learn to read and write, the charge being from six to nine 
dollars annually. 

When he was eleven years old a break of bad fortune came 
into his family: his father died and left them only ten mu's 
of very poor land. Three years after this the financial con- 
dition of the family was so bad that F. had to stop his edu- 
cation. His mother worked at weaving day and night, and made 
from this a few cents a day. F. started to work as a cow boy 
in his uncle's rice fields; here he received his meals, but no 
wages. 

A year later he wes recommended by a friend to work in a 
Canton hotel as a house cleaning boy. The hotel was a small one 
with only three stories and was owned by a man who had been a 
close friend to his father. He worked more than fourteen hours 
a day cleaning and sweeping. This general work was difficult 
for F. who had had no such experiences before this. He had nev- 


er been in the city, though meny times he had envied those who 
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did. 

After he began working in the hotel he was very sel- 
ee able to visit his home because it cost more than two 
dollars for the trip from city to village. Only on the New 
Year's holidays did he &0 home, taking gifts to his moth- 
er and brother. 

He worked at this job for over four years His wages were 
one dollar a month, with room and board given him. Only in the 
last year of he work were the wages increased from one dollar 
to fifteen a month. 

At tne age of twenty-one F. married the youngest daugh- 
ter of the hotel owner. The whole thing was arranged by his 
mother, and cost F. more than six hundred dollars, part of 
which went to the parents of the bride, and part towards the 
ceremonies and the banquet. Two years later a daughter was 
born. 

At the age of twenty-four he had an opportunity to come 
to America. This he considered good fortune. He had dreamed of 
America for many years; he had known many people who found the 
great wealth there and returned with their share of it. He sold 
thecten mus of land his father had left for two thousand dol- 
lars, and borrowed another two thousand from a relative for the. 
trip to America, which he promised to pay back within a year at 
eight percent interest. He crossed the Pacific, spent two months 
in Angel Island with the immigration authorities, and landed in 
America asking the question "Why do the Americans call that place 


'angel' Island?" 
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He became a farmer in the United States. Since his Eng- 
lish is rather poor, he has seldom had the opportunity of get- 
ting a good position. 

In 1928, the year his mother died, he returned to China 
with only five hundred dollars. He stayed there for six months 
and all of his savings were gone. Then in 1929 he returned to 
Americae Unfortunately the ecomomic crisis was hanging over the 
United States, and F., as did so many others, suffered from un- 
employment ard hunger. For almost two years he had no regular 
job, and never once was he able to get five dollars a month for 
rent and the gas bill. 

Now F. is working in a restaurant as a dishwasher. He ree 
ceives thirty dollars a month, but is greatly troubled by his 
debts. He doesn't know how long he can remdin in such a positi- 
on. He says sincerely: "My debts will probably be paid back by 


either my son or my grandson." 
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Ze was born in China in 1881, the son of a Yaman, or 
@ runner for a magistrate. Whenever a summons to court was 
issued, or an order for an arrest was made, his father was 
dispatched to see that these orders were carried out. Since 
he possessed considerable influence withithe magistrate,he 
was in a position to obtain through graft considerable mon- 
ey from those who wished favors from the magistrate; and in 
this manner he was able to amass a large fortune. 

Ze was sent to school at an early age, and by the time 
he wes fourteen had completed his preliminary education. He 
was sent then to Peking, a considerahle distance from his 
hom, to complete his higher education. There he spent three 
years studying the classics, after which he received word 
to return home at once. 

On his arrival he found that the magistrate for whom 
his father had worked had died, and that the newly appoint- 
ed one, desiring to place one of his own relatives in the 
favored job of Z.'s father, had lodged charges of graft a- 
gainst his father. His father turned over a large part of 
his wealth to him, paid an important personage to issue a 
passport for him, and thus smuggied him out of the country 
on a freighter. 

Ze arrived in San Francisco in 1899 with much money 
but little experience. He reported to a relative to whom 
his father had given him a letter. 

Three months after his arrival word was received from 
China that things had become so bad for his father that he 


had committed suicide. The rest of his money had been con- 
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fiscated by the new magistrate. There was nothing for Z. to 
do about this tragedy but remain in the United States and 
try his hand at making a fortune. 

But 4. was not a good businessman. He was lazy, and 
liked nothing better than a good time all the time. After 
several years of careless spending and no work, the large 
fortune left him by his father was entirely gone. He was 
forced to look for work. He first obtained a position as a 
clerk in a curio store, and here he worked, but not regu- 
larly, for he could not force himself to the life of much 
work, little money, and few recreations. 

During the winter of 1955 he was forced to register 
with the C.W.A. He obtained a pick and shovel job a_ the 
George Washington High School site and worked for several 
momths. After this he wes forced to go on relief, and in 
September was given work by the S.E.R.A. At this he mece 
just enough for his simplest needs. 

Ze realizes the mistakes of his youth, but claims he 
has had a good time, and enjoyed every minute of his waste- 
fulnesse He has retained to this day his sense of humor, 
and he boasts tiat he is still the life of the party. He 
has no definite plans for the future, has no security, and 
will probably contineae for the rest of his life as a part- 


time worker without a trade. 
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Fong has always been a doctor of herbs, as were his 
father and grandfather before him. His two brothers like- 
wise took to the same profession. The story of Fong's com-= 
ing to America is not so complex as it is with many of his 
countrymene He had a definite occupation and in the new 


country found a place for his services. 


Born in Ho Cheung in 1877, Fong saw from his boyhood 
the intimate workings of the art of herb treatment: for dis- 
ease; as he grew older he learned all of the special sec- 
rets and techniques from his father, Long Fong, who still 
practices in his native village. 

Ho Cheung is like most Chinese villages in its neigh- 
borhood, though perhaps it is more comm@ct than most vil- 
lages of larger size. This is due to the fact that most of 
the inhabitants are closely related and members of the “aime 
family. | 

Ho Cheung, though located some one hundred and twenty 
miles from Canton, has been very fortunate in its peaceful 
history. Fong declares that there has seldom if ever been an 
occasion to take precaution against bandits and marauders, 
although there are great numbers of such people roving through 
much of Vhina. It was mewer necessary to build a wall around 
the place in the typical fashion, and in the limits of the 
village there has, in the main, always existed a noticeable 
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The village is governed by an elder, the oldest of the 
line of Cheungs, wherefrom the place gets its name. ‘This 
elder, deosratie to Hong, regularly elects members of the 
family to act as special policemen, to see that order is 
maintained, and Ho Uheung goes alomg its peaceful way though 
its way can hardly be called progressive. 

Fong's long acquaintance with herbs mkes him an adept 
in his line, though the man does not employ an involved sys- 
tem of treating his ~atients. He looks upon herbs as simple 
remedies to be used ina simple manner, a practice adhered 
to by his father and his grandfather before him. Fong's know- 
ledge of herbs cones from a mtive familiarity. He himself 
has gone to the mountains to search for the precious roots. 
He knows how they grow on the steep mountain Slopes of China. 

Some roots are naturally more valweble than others, and 
Fong recalls that in searching for som varieties many pre- 
cautions were taken in order that the herbs might not be sto- 
len after they had been foumi. Such a root is ginseng, and 
whenever the Fongs went searching for this root they did so 
in a party which was formidable enough to resist bandits if 
any set upon the herbalists in an effort to take what roots 
they had found. 

The ginseng is most valuable in certain forms and is 


reputed to have a greater power when sped most like the 
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form of a man. A perfect root is, in fact, the gnarled im- 
age of a man with arms akimbo, and the price for such a find 
sometimes mounts into several hundreds of dollars. Fong be- 
lieves implicitly in the power of his herbs. 

Fong's educa tiony( outside his home, where he learned the 
science of herbs ) consisted of a simple schooling at the local 
school attended by the other children of his village. ‘There 
he was taught to write and to read the simple Classics, and 
in all, he attained an education equivalent toa high school 
training in the United States. 

At the age of 21, Fong felt that the: little village of 
Ho Cheung was becoming crowded with herb doctors, there be- 
ing at the time fow such practitioners living in his ow 
home -- his grandfather and his father and his two brothers. 
So Fong went to Canton and associated himself with an herb 
distributing organization which sent its representatives to 
all parts of the world. ‘his organization found Fong a well- 
@quipped doctor, capable of taking the science to the United 
States) ema he was accordingly prepared for his new work, and 
left for the larger port city of Hong Kong, coming thence 
over the Pacific to San Francisco. 

In San Francisco he set up his shop in Chinato , ena where , 
though the going was difficult at first, he managed to build 


up a practice which sustained him in the same location for 
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twelve years. He heard from time to time, however, that oth- 
er cities of America were receptive to the Chinese method of 
treating disease, since many of his fellow Chinese doctors 
had spread a knowledge of the virtues of herbs and Americans 
were coming to them for aid. ‘he conviction grew in Fong's 
mind that he might do better in som city of the interior 
where there was less competitio and richer yatrons. 

Leaving San Francisco he went to the state of Oregon, 
but after trying for six years to establish himself in seve- 
ral cities there he quit Oregon. His next residence was in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, but he remained there only one year. 
Likewise he abandoned an infant practice in Pocatello, Idaho, 
after making a new attempt, which took another year. He fi- 
nally decided he had had enough of the inland cities and a- 
gain made his way to the west coast. 

He had heard somthing of the delightful climate of 
Southern California and also had heard that Los Angeles was 
Considered a prosperous, advancing city. And since he had 
never cared for San Francisco he came, directly to Los Ange- 
les to make a new attempt in his profession. fis coming to 
Southern California was successful from the start, and very 
soon after his arrival Fong had decided that here he wald 
make his home. 


Here he married a Chinese girl. She was much younger 
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than Fong, who was thirty-nine years of age at the time. 
Within a year after the ceremony she bore hima son. Hong's 
joy on the arrival of a son was great, but shortly after, 
his domestic tranquillity was ended because his young wife, 
who felt that her duty to her husband had been completed 
in the bearing of a son, took to frivolities "more in keep- 
ing with the manner of Americans of lower rank than with 
the dignity of a Chinese matron." 

Fong stood the domestic discord as long as seemed pos- 
sible. Then, after cight years, he divorced his wife. His 
grounds were that she was too inattentive to her home, and 
altogether incompetent in the rearing of their son. The court 
must have found his complaint justified, as Fong was given 
‘custody of the child. 

This son was graduated from high school, and,according 
to the father,is a model young American who hopes to get a 
thorough American education; he is not in the least neglect- 
ing his Ghinese education, however, and the boy has a desire 
to return, for at least a visit,to the home of his ancestors. 

Fong, who became a Christian in 1915, was very happy to 
see his son adopt the Presbyterian Church as his religious 
preference in this, his adopted, and his son's native, coun- 
try. It is a sign of Americanization. Then, too, Fong ex- 


plains that he finds little difference between the Christian be- 
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which 
lief and the precepts of Confucius, where were taught to him 


in his native Chinese village. lit appears he adopted Christi- 
anity because it was more expedient to his life in America, 
while being almest wecisely the same matal formula as that of 
Confucius. 

It is apparent that this is Fong's principle of living. 
It is necessary only for him to have a code, the practice of 
outward forms of worship amounting to little in his mind. 
His code of vine is based upon ethics, ethics grounded in 
the traditional cardinal virtues of the Chinese. Though he 
is an elder in the Presbyterian church, Fong says he seldom 
"sets around to the church." His belief is peimrily Con- 
fucian, though now it bears the title of Christianity . because 
he is an American citizen, an arrangement which sh ows well 
the man's innate Chinese diplomacy. 

Fong has no intention of ever returning to China to live. 
He finds Los Angeles entirely to his liking and as his living 
has been more than comfortable since he took up residence here, 
he feels that his life is as secure as is possible. It is ob- 
vious that he lives almost entirely for the son, one example of 
this being his reticence in mentioning his divorce for fear 
that ithe scandal would reflect upon the good name of his boy. 

Fong does not seem to have a great love for the land of 


his birth, although the filial respect for his father, whieh he 
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_cestors, though he disclaimed any desire on his own part to 


male the trip for the sake of again enjoying the scenes of 


his childhood. 
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in the early days before there were many Chinese on 
the islands of Hawaii’ a Cantonese merchant and landowner 
from a small village near Hongkong came there with his 
first wife. He traded with the natives in the interior 
of the islands. Both man and wife learned the native 
tongue. After a few years, his wife having borne him two 
children, the father returned to China with his family. 

Establishing the first wife and children in his home- 
land he returned to his Hawaiian interests, which had been 
left in the care of a partner. ‘This time he was accompa- 
nied by a new wife. sy this wife he had three children, 
two boys and a girl. After a stay of about ten years he 
proceeded, as before, with his family to China. After a 
few years he returned again is Hawaii, with a third wife. 
From this union came two children, both girls. 

During this last stay in the islands--for hé returned 
again to China---he decided to provide for himself and his 
family a more suitable home than those existent in the 
Cantonese village. He ordered this constructed during his 
absence and completed before his return. An uncle resid- 
ing in the village was to have charge of the building. 

Two sets of plans were drawn up by the uncle and sent him. 


One was of three distinctly private apartments, for the 
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three wives, under a common roof. ‘The other was a great 
house that offered comple te and separate segregation of 
- the families only in the matter of kitchens, of which 
there were many. ‘The father sent instructions that the 
former be built. By some mischance, the latter, of the 
many kitchens, was built. In it still reside the re- 
maining members of the family. ‘The father died of a fe- 
ver contracted in Manila while on a business adventure. 


He had lived a full life. 
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In 1892, in Hawaii, was born the first son of the 
second wife of this polygamous trader-merchant-adventur- 
er, who first came to those islands, from an esteemed fa- 
mily, as a sailor aboard a rock-ballast schooner. After 
two years the family returned to China. Soon the fa- 
ther was off again for the Islands, taking instead of 
what was then his family, two wives and five children, a 
new wife. 

In the schools of the Kwangtung village there fol- 
lowed the first stage of the boy's education. At thir- 
teen, by the kindness of a friend who accompanied him, he 
was enabled :to travel steerage to Honolulu. In a hotel 
he found work for a few months, long enough to secure pas- 


sage to San Francisco, and in May,1906, he arrived at the 
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ashes of that city. 

By means of various school-boy jobs he maintained 
himself. He began his American education in the public 
schools, and later he attended a vocational school, com- 
pleting his schooling by 1912. He taught English to 
Chinese and did well financially, though not permanently 
establishing himself in the occidental world as he wished. 
He felt that by pursuing some sort of business this end 
might be gained, but he was, of course, without capital. 

One day in the summer of 1915, he observed the win- 
dow display of a picture-frame gilder in Berkeley. He 
entered the shop and offered his services, in any way 
they might be useful, in exchange for an apprenticeship. 
Likewise he expressed his intention of practicing the 
craft elsewhere in order that he might not infringe upon 
the business of his benefactor. His offer was accepted. 
A natural craftsman, he was in a short time entrusted 
with the most particular of work. Here was a handicraft 
with an art to it, and it was therefore satisfying. 

He planned the following spring to begin immediately 
the practice of his craft in Honolulu in a fine arts 
store he knew there. With a stock of frame material, he 
could add a sideline to their art business. fhere was 


no frame-maker or gilder in the islands. His approaching 
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marriage to a young American-born Cantonese woman, an art- 
ist, added to his desire to carry out this venture. 

He laid his plans before his employer who responded 
with an offer of the use of his local credit to make pos- 
sible the purchasing of some stock for shipment to Honolulu. 

Three days after his marriage in May he left for Hono- 
lulu, with a wife and without much money. In Honolulu, he 
approached the fine arts store with his proposal of enter- 
ing their employ as a frame gilder and maker, furnishing 
his own stock. ‘the approaching dull summer months were men- 
tioned in the refusal of the manager of the art store. ‘fhe 
hopeful young man's supplies, purchased in the States on 
his fellow-eraftsman's credit, were already on the way. By 
good fortune he secured 4 gmall inheritance which enabled 
him to pay one month's rent on a store of his own and to 
buy a few pieces of furniture for their then bare house. 
The only available room for the store was much too large, 
for a few hundred dollars worth of frame material and @ 
glue-pot and planer as his only tools hardly filled one 
corner. His resourcefulness prompted him to get objects 
of art on consignment and thereby more adequately stock 
his store. A cheap picture hastily stuck into the first 
frame finished (for lack of any better picture) was ex- 


hibited in the window and brought an immediate purchaser 
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of frame and picture. He worked in the shop in the rear 
while his wife looked after the store in front. In two 
weeks enough money had been taken in to assure payment 
of the second month's rent. 

From the tailor shop directly across the street 
came the Jewish tailor one day, desirous of the location 
of the shop. ‘Three hundred dollars cash and a better and 
cheaper Location for the art shop was the price paid by _ 
the tailor to establish a branch of the tailor shop, |a aia- 
mond palace ,| on the site of the former art shop. ‘fhe pic- 
ture-gilder was located eberesciher: in a building that had 
previously (before the aid of the jeer influence) been 
restricted to hin. 

In 1918 a son was born, and two years later homesick- 
ness for San Francisco brought about the family's return. 
The disposal of the Hawaiian business had netted him three 
thousand dollars. 

They first lived in Berkeley. Soon, however, he got 
the idea that a so-called merchant's lunch of fried won ton, 
buns, and other Chinese food, if served in the heart of 
downtown San Francisco not far from Union Square, might be 
a pleasant and remunerative venture. A grand opening for 
the café introduced a successful business, which with its 


novelty for occidentals, prospered for some time. During 
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this time his wife carried on her study and practice of 
art as well as helping with the café. Eventually he found 
it necessary to change the menu for his customers; they 
liked the place but the dishes were too limited, so Ameri- 
ean style cooking was added. The patrons grew in number 
and necessitated larger quarters for the cafe. fhe char- 
acter of the new place was much the same as the old. 

There was an atmosphere here sympathetic to the artist 

and creative worker; writers, painters, musicians, vari- 
ous craftsmen, were habitués. In a daily newspaper column 
listing interesting places in San Francisco it was among 
the "Bohemian Restaurants." 

His wife, now seldom needed in the dining room, de- 
voted her time seriously to art. She became designer for 
a large importing company, a department store, and her 
paintings were often hung in group exhibitions. 

He tired of this occupation in a few years, for al- 
though it created a haven for artists and craftsmen it of- 
fered him no outlet for the expression of his own artistic 
instincts. [when he offered the place for sale, his real 
estate agents, two’ American women, attempted to provoke 
restlessness in him by numerous stories of half closed 
stores that could not be closed because of various faults 


in the place. ventually he became impatient and accepted 
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the agents' offer to buy it themselves at half his price. 
®hey operated the café for a time and then disposed of it 
to the present owner--a woman who, unknown to him, had 
tried unsuccéssfully to buy it from him through the agents .| 

He opened a small store in Berkeley, dealing in Chi- 
nese eandies. His son was being educated in both the Am- 
erican and Chinese schools; his wife became increasingly 
successful with her art and devoted more and more time to 
painting. Placing the Berkeley store under the care of a 
trustworthy and competent Hawaiian-born Chinese woman he 
occupied himself as buyer for a Chinese importing company 
in san Francisco. fhe candy store profits were small, 80 
he eventually discontinued it. 

Numerous requests from friends and former patrons 
brought him to re-open the café in a new location under 
the old name--a right he had reserved at the time of sale. 
At the death of his wife shortly afterwards he closed it 
down. 

The following, while expressed in the first person, 
is not a literal quotation, but is intended to express in 
the best manner the attitude and feeling of this man to- 
ward his life and work here in his adopted country and to 
give a true picture of his contribution to our western 


culture. It is a quotation of fact, not of words. 
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By 1927 I was concentrating all my efforts on art. 
My son, at that time nine years old, found art to be the 
. most interesting thing in study and work. I had placed 
him under the care of a family, the father of which was 
a competent artist and of sound enough sense to let the 
boy alone and not try to inflict upon him his own beliefs 
and practices. Within a year some of my son's work which 
appeared in a juvenile show in San Francisco attracted 
considerable attention and was acclaimed generally by 
those critics who saw it. ‘This made me happy as have all 
his achievements, because it has been my hope that he will 
tell a story of interest to his contemporaries and succes- 
sors. lI am sure he has something to say with his art. He 
is the product of the Hast and the West. In his work his 
subjects are all modern and occidental; for him to draw 
his material from the oriental world which he has never 
seen would be insincerity, and he feels it. But for his 
concepts he draws both upon his inheritance from the Orient 
and the Occident in which he has always lived. He is a fu- 
sion of the two and, I think, sees our world a little dif- 
ferently than we do. | 

In order to provide for us two I have naturally had 
to commercialize my work to some extent. Commercialization 


of creative expression can mean but one thing--you know the 
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answer--stagnation. So I have commercialized only part 
of my work; the reproduction of my designs and the manu- 
facture of the product itself. The creation of designs I 
never do under the pressure of commercial production. I 
set aside a part of the year for making my designs, and 
during that time I live quietly and leisurely. Routine 
work of reproduction of these designs, which calls only 
for the craftsman's skill in accuracy, I sometimes do un- 
der the same high tension that people usually conduct bu- 
siness. Such pressure upon craftsmanship is bad, I know, 
but not as devastating as upon designing. 

I donot say 1 @o not work hard at creative work. At 
times, when I am working on designs, I work incessantly. 
But I do not do such work when I am involved in sales can- 
paigns or faced with deadlines of production schedules. 
During the dull season I dispose of all business and de- 
vote my energy to creative work--away from the scene of bu- 
siness. I go elsewhere in this country or to Eprope or 
Mexico, depending mostly upon my pocket-book and the money 
exchange. I do not go to the Orient to work for it would © 


confuse me. My oriental background was formed in my youth.\**~« 


What it grew to be and what I have obtained from the occi- 
dental world I am, and from there emanates my work. To go 


back and try to absorb oriental culture and capitalize on 
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it I would consider insincere. A wholly oriental life is 
foreign to me. I live in the occidental world because I 


feel it to be my home, and I express myself for it. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - CHINESE 


HISTORY OF C.H. HUNG YUNG, PAUPER 


(ics Re le A a daar ntti alleen siectncari TIET Nene eee RD 


CG. H. Hung Yung, aged 78, subject of this interview, 
ives on the charity of fellow Chinese and Los Angeles county, 
nia residence being furnished by the Chinese in the Chinese 
temple at 215% Ferguson Alley, Los Angeles. The story of Yung’s 


life is told as nearly as possible in his broken English. 


"J live in America long time; long, long time. I come to 
this country with cousin from Canton when I ama boy 14 years 
old and I travel up and down the coast for many years doing 
many kinds of jObDSe 

"T cannot remember my mother and father because they die 
when I am just little China boye. I live in China with cousins 
on farm in Canton province and I work when I am very little boy 
on a farm. We have very little to eat and we work very harde 
My cousin tell me that we make more money in America where he 
has been living before he make visit to China. 

BT leave Canton when I am 14 years old but when I come to 
America I don't know how to speak language and have a hard time 
getting along. But I meet some men who build railroad and they 
take me along to a camp where men who work on railroad live. 
They like little China boy and tell me they teach me how to 
cook. Perty soon I learn to cook and go wherever men go £0 
cook their mealse i | 


I work long time cooking but make very little money, and 
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N. Rau ; Racial Minorities Survey- 
12/2/36 Chinese 


when men come to this part of California to make railroad I 


leave them and get job on ranch. But I make very little 


money on ranch, too. They pay me sometimes $8, sometimes $16 


a month; I help plant crops, work in grape orchard and olive 
orchard, and work very hard bringing water to make plants 
groW.s 

| "When I come to Los Angeles this land was nothing but 
big basin and no houses around where we can lives I work for 
white woman who teach me to speak English better and give me 
place to live. -This white woman live on ranch and have 
several children. 


"T never make much money in America because I don't know 


“language very well and:I always work for people who pay me 


very little. When I am very young man I marry China woman 
and after we have a son she leave me and go back to China, 
We have one boy who now has family in Hong Kong in China. But 
I never see my son and his family. I never go back to China 
since I come over when I am a boy. 

"after I work for a while on ranch when I am first in 
Los Angeles I get another job with men building a railroad 
and go along with them to make survey of land down in this 
part of state. I go with them all along the coast, too, as 
far as Washington and then come back again. 

"When I am very young man I have much fun on ranch where 
I work and with men who build the railroad. I practice shoot- 
ing with gun until I am a very good shot and when I first live 


in Los Angeles we kill many snakes where Chinatown now stands, 
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N. Rau — _ Racial Minorities Survey- 
12/2/36 : Chinese 


"I never go back to China because I never make enough 
money. My cousin who bring me to America die after I am 
over here short while and I never have any kin people in 
this country. I just go from place to place working at any 
job I can find. I still can't speak English language well 
enough to tell you about Los Angeles when I first come here. 
I don't know much about China because I come to America when 
I so little and I am old man now and can't remember, 

"I am such an old man now that I can't work at all. If 
I try to stand long on my feet I fall down and I have nothing 
to doe Young man get all work and I can't make enough to 
buy myself much to eat. I get check for $5 every once ina 
while from the county, but that is not enough for me to eat 
much one It is only about 8¢ a meal for me to buy food with. 

"T am so old and helpless that I wish I die because I 
can't get along well enough without working. I live in the 
temple with four other men who old like myself and can't work 
either. We be better off if we dies. About two month ago one 


of the men who lived here die and I wish I could die, too." 


Yung could not help us much in elaborating on the few 
points of his life he remembered. He interspersed his jerky 
narrative with constant complaints about his age and his 
enfeebled condition. There was little doubt that he was sin- 
cere when he declared that he wished he was dead, He gave the 
impression that he felt himself a burden on those who looked 


after his welfare. When asked why he did not save his money 
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N. Rau Racfal Minorities Survey-= 

12/2/36 | Chinese 

while working for the time wievints would be too old to work he 
told us he was unable to save money because his pay was always 
so a aatt: He declared that he never gambled because he thought 
it was bad. He worships in the Chinese temple where he lives, 
but told us he does not think his soul will have any life after 
death. His story relative to his worship was inconsistent, 

and he was not able to explain just what his convictions were 
along that line. In general he seems never to have progressed 
because he always performed the most menial labor end did not 
realize that in order to get ahead in America one has to know 
the language. It is remarkable how brokenly he spoke after so 


long a residence, 
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In the history of Frank H. Chew, Los Angeles merchant, the 


proverbial twain met and flourished, unti] now, after forty-six 


years of residence in America, he has become completely American- 
ized, as are his two grown children who have married native Ame- 
ricans. 

As a boy of fourteen years Frank Chew felt little enthusiasm 
in being the son of a poor farmer in the province of foi Shan, 
which included his little village of Fau Shek, peopled with 15,000 
Chinese souls who seemed destined to go on forever tilling the 
soil and wresting from it a meager living. 

His Cantonese neighbors, at a distance of about seventy 
miles, told stories of America, where many of the native sons had 
found plenty in the midst of opportunity for people of every race 
and creed. Yo these words young Frank paid rapt attention, and 
Since others of his progressively-minded community had ventured 
the long trip to the land of great opportunity, the lad found his 
parents turning a sympathetic ear to his entreaty that he also be 
permitted to go to America. 

Their lives had been nothing but hardship and slavery to 
soil which yielded little, and perhaps they had visions of their 
son meeting a better lot. They listened to his ambition of becom- 
ing wealthy in America and returning with enough gold to enrich 


his aged parents, for Frank Chew's parents were ancient and also 
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feeble from their long slavery to the soil of Fau Shek. 

So with others of his community Frank finally set out on 
the long journey, going by foot to Canton and thence to America 
in the steerage of a great boat in the company of many of his 
countrymen. in San Francisco Frank Chew, 4 rustic lad of four- 
teen years, found that life was too urban, and since others of 
his group had planned to go to the less populated city of Los 
Angeles many miles to the south, he too felt that he might find 
Po en pastoral COMRENT |S MRICS iw hifi.gis Ange les in lery 

[sovto Los Angeles Frank came, fi nding it, in his own words, 
"about the size of a bird cage". He did not, however, pursue 
agriculture for long, finding that he could make a vetter living 
as a laborer on construction projects which were starting in the 
small city. 23h iP 
the Oa AA qed Oe 

Frank foundvlife not iso)elaborate as he had dreamedwhile 
back on the farm in Fau Shek, but that his condition was less 
odious there was no doubt. And there was a surplus of money for 
his amusement, and some to be saved; for occasionally Frank 
dreamed of his old father and mother and looked with nostalgia 
+40 his mtive land, and as the city of Los Angeles grew and new 
construction vidi add gy ekg ever starting, Frank labored on until 
he had accumulated a neat sum» 

But something intervened to prevent Frank's returning to 


China. She was an American girl, ami the fact that she was white 


and he yellow did not seem to matter. Their romance grew into 
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love and they decided to overlook forebodings which loomed in 
the face of their difference in race. Frank now was a man of 
more than thirty years, and he felt himself capable of facing a 
problem which was only secondary to his devotion for the young 
White girl, even though prejudices told him he tae be making a 
mistake. 

But the subsequent marriage was no mistake in the life of 
Frank Chew. By his white wife he had two children, who have 
grown to maturity and have in turn married white people. One 
is a girl, the cia i twenty-two, juno bears the pretty Eng-| 


lish name of) Rosemary 


called Paul, so named by his Christian mother who reared her chil- 


and the son, two years her junior, is 


dren in the faith of the Baptist church. 

Even though he had found much happiness in his marriage and 
his wife had barne him two beautiful children who had largely in- 
herited from her many attractive Caucasian features, Frank still 
grew homesick occasionally, and longed to see his father and mo- 
ther in China. He still felt, moreover, that he could bring 
them part of the fortune which he had amassed in America. Yer- 
haps he would seutie in China and become a rich land owner, for 
he recalled that most of the poverty of his parents had been due 
to their living on a very small plot of land, not so much because 
the soil seemed largely sterile. So before his children were 


more than out of the toddling stage Frank took his American wife 
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the 
along with them back to China. And with his money saved in 
1e5: | am 


America he carried out be design of his mind] to become a Ghi- 
How ever 

nese farmer. Ses his vision had been too hopeful and he found 

conditions less attractive than they had been in America... His 

American wife, unused to Chinese customs and the inconveniences 

they imposed upon her, began to plead with him to return, and 
also desired 

her desire also was to rear her children in America, where they 

could receive a good education in public schools, as she herself 

had been trained before them. 

Her husband Frank, in the midst of the meager conditions of 
the Chinese farming community, saw wisdom also in the proposal. 
So after a residence of seven years in China on his return there, 
the husband decided to embark again for America. 

This time, however, he would not make the mistake of slaving 
his life away for other people. His fresh experiences in China, 
and the attendant struggles to make the land pay, had inspired 
in him a new love for the country he had left across the racific, 
where life had been far more leisurely than on the farm. His 
fortune was now almost depleted, but there was still enough ape 
ney to return /and return they did} Los Angeles had grown even 
during their short absence of seven years, and with an increasing 
tourist population, which was expanding in proportion to the pro- 


paganda being spread about She ideality of the climate, the city 


offered possibilities for this Chinese. His young wife, cager 
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to better her status to prevent an "I told you so" attitude 
from her white friends, urged Frank to go into business as a cu- 
rio dealer. 

While in China Mrs. Chew had used an observant eye, and had 
familiarized herself with Chinese wares. She saw the possibili- 
ties of catering to the tourist trade, and decided that it would 
furnish a lucrative living for her husband. She knew that Frank, 
although his funds were now almost completely exhausted, was 
highly trusted by his Chinese brothers, and with this knowledge 
she found z way of setting him up in business. Frank also was of 
the opinion that the life of a merchant was possible for him with 
the proper economy, and he was determined not to resort to labor 
again if at all possible. 

With little difficulty he succeeded in borrowing two thou- 
sand dollars from his Chinese ie ye and Frank Chew, laborer, 
now became Frank H. Chew, dealer in Chinese curios. It was in 
1915 that he rose of this new status and has since operated a 


darn Be ‘al 


fae neat 514 Seath ‘bs a tai “Street. Within three years after 
establishing his business Frank had paid off the original loan 
and was entirely free of debt. His shop faces the old Mexican 
Plaza on the east side, and tourists who came in increasing num- 
bers to see Olvera Street found his door. Over a period of twen- 


ty-one years Frank H. Chew has been known as a merchant and has 


prospered, except for the past few years, when an economic lapse 
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brought him hard times. 

In the interim, however, he has managed to give his chil- 
dren high school training and only this past summer his wife and 
daughter made a pleasure trip to Europe. His son Paul works with 
his father in the store, although he has, since leaving school, 


| 
worked as a newspaper reporter on the Los Angeles Examiner. ‘the 


sonl, who has a quick insight into the affairs of his times,|is al- 
So an aviation enthusiast and holds a license to fly. Paul, who 
has memories of China, declares that he will never live there un- 
less he can do so by an economic livelihood in one of the port ci- 
ties, particularly Hong Kong. 

fhe father is proud of his son, seemingly without regret that 
he abandoned the customs and traditions of his ancestors. ‘Though 
he is not Christian in his religious beliefs, he shows a decided 
favoritism to that faith in his love for Confucius. Such is his 
explanation: "In the writings of Confucius there is the prophecy 
that there would come a King of Kings, and there is no doubt that 
he did come in the person of Jesus Christ. Christianity merely 
took a long route to get to the east, but now I believe it will 
Spread through missionaries who are increasing their work in 
China." 

And so runs the story of Frank H. Chew, who at sixty conti- 
nues to live as a Chinese merchant. Through long years in con- 


tact with Americans he has learned much of his adopted country 
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and is, of course, a naturalized citizen. He has imparted little 
of his Oriental habits and aspect to his children, and avers that 
he will remain in this cowmtry permanently. Long lds nie fa- 
ther andimother died in China and there is nothing left in the 
old country for him except the scenery. 

He admits that the depression almost got the best of his bu- 
Siness, but his son Paul added optimistically: "We will always 
manage to get along here, even though it might be nothing more 


than just making a living." 
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«J. Lamb, 2 
BONG am very old man and maybe can't tell you all you 
Pe aes know about me when I come to America. It has been 
“80 long that I can't remember much, I am now man of 75 years 
and it was 60 years ago that I left China. 

Mr was born in the village of Kwong Tung in the district of 
Canton. In Kwon Tung about 10,000 people live, and my home was 
one of the many farm homes in the village. I live there when I 
was young boy with my mother and father and four brothers and 
four sisters. When I want to come to America I was fifteen years 
old. My father did not say much against it because there was just 
enough work on our farm for my four brothers and sisters. 

\I got the idea to come to America when some relatives 
of mine an the village speak of coming over, and my parents 
knew that I would be taken care of with them. I was very happy 
over the chance to leave China because I felt I could make a 
better living in America. I was not an unlearned young boy 
when I left, for I had been to a private school in our village 
and felt» that I could get along in a new country. 

\put when we arrived in Canton I met a friend from our 


village who suggested to me that I learn something about herbs 


‘and after I learn something about the method of herb treatment 


of disease I then come to the United States. I decided before 
I leave China to become a herbalist in America because I hear 
in Canton that you man can make money by treating people in 


the United States. 
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"It was not hard for me to get started because I had a 
little money given to me by my father, and when I arrive I 
just hang out sign at a place I rented and pretty soon I get 
started. It was just like a fisherman who go to sea to catch 
fish. He throw out hook into the water and pretty soon the 
fish come. I hang out sign and get patients, But youwant to 
know about my home in China and first I tell you that. 

"My home is better kind of home in our village because 
it was made of brick. The poorer houses were made out of mud 
just as you see some mud houses in this part of the United 
States sometimes. But my home is a brick home and it was set 
off by itself and had a high wall around it just like all 
Chinese homes in our village. Inside the wall there is a court 
and all around are rooms where we eat and sleep. We also had 
a parlor where my parents receive visitors, 

"I did not learn any reading or writing at home before 
I go to the private school in our village. My mother did not 
read or write and my father never teach us anything in home, 
He always busy with the farm. The private school where I went 
“had about 25 other pupils and there I learn to read and write 
, very thoroughly. We went to school early in the mornings and 
stayed all day. In the late afternoon we play Chinese games 
just like children play in this country. The Chinese games are 
too hard to tell about, but we did play games which I Baye seen 
children play in this country. We played that game where we 
hide and look for one another and also we play baseball which is 


almost like the same game they play in the United States, 
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"My mother she sing sometimes when I am a very little 
boy, but I do not remember her songs. She tell me stories 
too, and most of the stories I learn again later when I go 
to school. One of the favorite of these stories is of the 
goddess of the sea, who is one of the favorite goddesses of my 
people. I tell you the goddess of the sea story. 

"There was once a very excellent young girl who work all 
day in her home weaving and cooking for her father and her 
brothers who are fisherman. She is so chaste and honorable 
that everyone in her village respect her for her virtues. One 
day her father and brothers go to the sea to fish, leaving 
her at home to spin and take care of the house, 

"And while she sat at her spinning all of a sudden it 
look like she fall into a faint and later neighbors passing 
by see her on the floor of her home as if she is dead. They 
rush in and pick her up and try to bring her to her senses,but 
she lay so still that they all decided that she is dead. And 
the neighbors knowing that her father and brothers will be at 
the sea all day think they had better prepare her for burial, 
They start doing this but in the late afternoon all of a sudden 
she open her eyes and begin to talk. 

"She tell those around her that she was not dead as they 
bolt ever but only her spirit had gone out of her body. She tells 
them that while she was spinning she had a curious vision of 
the sea dragon and god starting a great storm at sea where her 
father and brothers were fishing. But before the storm could 
get high enough to overturn the vessel in which her father and 


brothers are fishing she sent her spirit out to the sea to 
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plead with the sea dragon god to save her kinsmen. She plead 
for a long time with the sea dragon god and pretty soon he 
stop the storm suddenly, just as he had started it. After the 
sea dragon god stop the storm she come back to her senses to do 
her weaving because her spirit come in from the sea. 

"But all the neighbors think the young woman has only had 
a very terrible dream and they tell her so, but the young woman 
knows that she was not dreaming and that she really sent her 
spirit out to the sea to stop the storm. They all laugh at her, 
put pretty soon they do not laugh when her father and brothers 
come in from their fishing. Her father and brothers tell the 
neighbors of the terrible storm that started at sea and of how 
it stopped suddenly just before they thought their boat would 
sink. And when they had told of the time of the day the 
neighbors found out that it was at exactly the same time the 
young woman said her spirit had left her body to go out to the 
sea to plead with the sea dragon gode 

"and in the village there was great rejoicing because of 
the wonderful power of the virtuous young woman and seon her 
deed was known all over China, And even during her lifetime 
they built shrines in her honor where the fishermen pray for 
safety and luck in their work, and eversince the young woman 
has been known as the goddess of the sea and the protector 
of those who fish there. 

"In China there are many such stories which I hear in my 
home and which I later learned in my books. But most of them 
are handed down from one generation to another and are known 


by people who not able to read and write. My family believes 
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in such stories as real things because my family belong to the 


Buddhist faith and we have other idols besides the goddess of 


the sea in our village shrines. In our own home we have a idol 


Ap dd ao Ae 


which we worship. It is the idol of [Buddah.| All ray brothers 
and sisters worship Buddhist idols because they are taught to do 
so by my mother and father, but when I come to the United States 
I become Christian, 

"T think a lot of the things they believe in in China are 
not true, but I remember when I was a child I believe them, 
and when my family hold a feast in honor of the dead or to 
praise the gods I take part. We had several feast days through- 
out the year such as the Autumn Moon feast when we pray for a 
good crop, and the May feast when we also asked for blessing of 
the crop during the summer so they would not be ruined by 
storms and the ground would be fertile. But at New Year we 
have the greatest feast of all and for a whole week everyone 
celebrate the holiday. 

"at New Year time my relatives come from other villages 
to visit with my family and everywhere we play and have feasts. 
The men get together and gamble and the women have long talks 
with each other about their families. My mother was very 
happy at the New Year time because two of my sisters who had 
been married come back home for a visit. But the chief thing 
we like about all the feast days is that we have great feasts 
and eat chicken and lots of pork. 

"You ask me to describe my home so I will tell you about it. 


As well as I could remember there were five large rooms in our 
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Bees besides the parlor where we receive guests. Three of 
the rooms were where we sleep and the other two werea dining 
room and a kitchen. We sleep in Chinese style, on wooden 
boards covered with a mat, and under our heads we have a block 
on which our heads rest. I slep in a room with three of my 
brothers when I get older, when I am a little boy I sleep in 
room with my parents. Over each bed we have a mosquito net 
to keep the insects from biting us while we sleep. 

"In America I did not have hard time making a living 
because after I get started in Los Angeles many people come 
to me for herb treatment. I practice on American people also, 
and from them I make more money than on Chinese. The herb 
treatment is a wonderful thing and I think everyone who use 
herbs stay well. I practice from time I am very young man 
until about ten years ago when my wife die, She was a good 
womanand I miss her very muche She have four sons and six 
daughters for me,’ and she not like many women who go about 
minding other people's business. She stay at home always and 
take care of the house and her children. Once, not long after 
we had been married, I take her back to China for a visit, but 
she not born in China. She was born in San Francisco where her 
father do business, 

"My father, who was called Leip Fu, and my mother, whose 
name I don't remember because it had been so long since I was 


in China, are both dead. They died a number of years ago. 


My wife was a Chinese woman, but she was a Christian, too, 


because I become a Christian before I married her, 


"I bring up all my children to be Christian and I send 
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them all to Christian schools and to the public schools where 

they get good educations. They all are in America. They all 

want to stay in this country to make their living because they 
think they can do better here than in China. Some of my 

daughters marry Chinese men in this country and have families 

of their own. 

"T have no desire to return to China except to visit my 
brothers and sisters, but I am too old now and will stay in 
America until I die. My children are very good to me and take 
care of me like dutiful children, It is the way we Chinese 
teach our children, to do good thing for their parents and to 
have respect for them. We help our children when they are small 
and need us and it is only right that they help their parents 
when their parents are old and camot work. 

"Tl think America is a good counts for business and I have 
always made a good living for my family and have been able to 
give them good educations. My children go to Congregational 


church, where I go also when I am able to leave the house." 


W. Js Lamb lives at 550 East Thirty-second street, Los 


Angeles. 
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born in China in the year 1914, Eee I do not remember the 
i date. We Chinese do not pay much attention to the exact 
| = on which we were born. ‘We do not think much of a man's 
age until he has grown very old, old enough to be venerated 
for his experience and the wisdom which comes from his exper- 
dence. 

ae: am the youngest child of a family of six children. 
I have four brothers and one sister. My brothers left China 
when I was a small boy to come to America, where my father 
had come also to see if he could not make a better living 
‘a as a farmer than he did in China. He left my mother, my sis- 
ter and me back in China on our little farm in the village of 
Hoi Ping. 

*tThe most I can remember about the time when I was a 
small boy in China is that we were extremely poor. I lived 
in a brick house surrounded by a wall and it stood some dis- 


tance from the several plots of ground which made up our 


cated on the mountain Side, and it had to be terraced so that 


+ 
' 
| 
farm. In all my family owned about 10 acres, some of it lo- | 
are could plant rice there. The rice needs a lot of water and | 


Be by butlding up theSe terraces we were able to hold the water 
Rien mountain side to grow the FiE8s We brought the waters 
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Chinese — 
poner 1 


produce a good crop. 

¥tn our village there were about 10,000 people and the 
place was just one of the many villages of the Canton prov- 
ince. My home was not exactly like many of the homes in Can- 
ton because only my mother and I and the wives of three of 
my brothers lived in it. Some of the homes were crowded with 
geveral branches of a family. I was really too small to do 
much work when I lived in China, but I was taught very early 
to help as much as possible. 

Yiy father left my mother and the wives of my brothers 
in China to get along as best they could on our farm until 
he could help by sending money from America. He took my 
brothers with him to America, and it was on one of his return 
trips that he brought me with him back to America, 

(But pefore I left China I had gone to one of the vill- 
age schools for about two years. It was a very small school 
in one of the Chinese temples and only about 25 pupils at- 
tended with me. We were taught only to read and write and 
some of the history of China, The teacher was very strict 
with us and when we did not know our lessons he would crack 
us on our heads. We would read a lesson over and over so 
that we would almost memorize it before we were through. 

But the reason why we read a lesson over so many times was 
because it is hard to learn the many characters in the Chi- 


nese language. 
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eee home we did not have any comforts, and in the win- 


_ ter time the only way we kept warm was by putting on a lot of 


clothes, Our clothes were all Chinese in fashion. JI wore a 
jacket made by my mother and also a pair of long trousers. 

The jacket was long and came almost to my knees, At night I 
Slept on a board with a leather covered block beneath my neck, 
That is the way most of the Chinese sleep. Over my bed there 


was a large mosquito net to keep off the millions of mosquitos 


which came in through the open window. 


Xr did not receive any training before I started to 
school because my mother could not read or write. Neither 
could the wives of my brothers, and I had to learn my lessons 
without any help from home. When I left China at the age of 
Seven years I did not know much more than I had known when TI 
entered the school except that I could read and write. It was 
just before I was eight years of age that I came to America 
and started to school in this country. Over here I entered an 
American school and continued with my education after I had 
been taught to speak and write English in oné of the Chris- 
tian Mission schools. 

NI can't remember my mother ever singing songs to me 
except the national hymn of my country. There was not much 
time for play in my home as everyone had to work hard on the 
land 30 that we would not starve. Besides rice we grew sweet 


potatoes, tapioca and elephant ears, We ate the elephant ear 
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roots. This plant is not like the American elephant ear be- 
cause it has a very good root which is considered a good 
food in China. 

Nye did not do any reading in our home because there 
were no books, but we did have a library in our village which 
had been donated to the people by Chinese who had come to 
America and made money, I was not a good enough reader to 
go to the library much when I was a small boy. My mother and 
the wives of my brothers did not take part in feasts because 
they did not have their men in the home, and the only celebra- 
tions I can remember were held inside my home. We did not 
take part in the great celebrations held on the outside on 
feast dayse 

Nive did not have a religion because China does not have 
a religion. People have the wrong idea about China, It just 
believes ina code of morals which was laid down by Confucius. 
But we did make offerings to the dead on the anniversaries of 
their deaths. All during the year we made little offerings 
by placing food we were going to eat beneath the scrolls of 
the dead which hung on the walls of one of the rooms in our 
home, After the food had been placed beneath the scrolls 
we let it stay there a few minutes and then we ate it our- 
selves. 

Ay can remember several wedding feasts, especially those 


of my brothers. We always had a feast then and invited our 
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nearest neighbors in to celebrate with us. American people 


-have the wrong ideas about the way Chinese get married and 


I think I had better explain that to you. The marriage is 
usually made by a middle man, who investigates the status of 
both the bride and groom, and if both of them have the proper 
economic status and the parents of both the young man and wo- 
man agree the marriage is arranged. But when the husband 
asks a dowry it is not for his own use as some people seem 

t@ think. It goes to the bride, who uses it in furnishing 
mi establishing a home. 

\on feast days my family did take part in the celebra- 
tions to some extent because they always managed to slaughter 
the livestock we used in our home on those days. This was 
also a kind of sacrifice in honor of the dead. We had a 
ereat number of little superstitions, most of which I have 
forgotten. It was considered bad luck, for example, to talk 
about sickness or death, and no one ever touched on such sub- 
jects. 

Yuty brothers now have families back in China, but the 
four of them always stay in America and go back from time to 
time to see their wives. My sister also lives in China and 
has been taught to be a Chinese woman like my mother. She 
has not been allowed to become too modern as have many of the 
girls in Canton. 


\gven when I was a very little boy I wanted to come to 
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Racial Minorities Survey - 
Chinese 


America because I knew that there was a much greater chance 
to be educated, and it was my ambition to become a scholar. 
Tadid abt aes much trouble persuading my family that I 
should come over because I could live with my brothers and 
my father and as soon as I was in this country I began learn- 
ing to read and write so that I could enter school, My father 
was able to allow me to stay in school until I finished high 
school, but after that, times got too hard and I had to quit 
before I entered college, 

Nuy father made a good living farming before 1950, but 
then things went from bad to worse and we all had to econo- 
mize, I worked with him and my brothers for a while on sev- 
eral ranches and farms in the Imperial valley, but I could 
not see myself getting very far at that ind of work, vl stili 
had it in my mind to get a good education. 

\So as soon as iegnla Save a little money I came to Los 
Angeles to get a job and finally found one as a waiter in the 
Peking restaurant on East First Street, It has always been 
my ambition to save enough money to finish my education, but 
so far I have not been able to get that much together at one 
time. I don't see any possibility of realizing my ambition 
in the near future. 

‘Before I came to America I thought it was a country 
just like my own, except that the people spoke a different 
language, but of course that was the impression of a small 


boy. I was not disappointed in finding it different, however, 
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Chinese 


Ms et 
vase it : re even better than I thought. I think America is 


‘wonderful country, put I believe if I had enough money and 


Sahara my Adega: I would return to China. I guess 
“that I am like everyone else in that respect. I like the 


Mare 
n 


gal country in which I was born. 
ar But we have been so much better off in America that - 


don't believe my father or any of my brothers want to return 


oe unless they make enough money to be independently wealthy 


when they go back, In that case I think they all would re- 


’ turn. As for myself, I know I would like to go back on a vis- 


it, but I doubt if 1 would want to stay because I know I could 


not make much money there. 
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‘Ur. Yee, the father, crossed the Pacific Ocean from Talend 2 


hy Rink we 
| Bea! 


hie 
China to America ina sailing vessel with] the ee aay me Cauad 


ia He was born in Sun Huey, South China. The Chinese of South fislves! 
‘ China are noted for being extremely adventurous and most of. pte: a 

_ the Chinese in America are Southern Chinese from the fro- 

_—s- vinee of Kwang Tung. They speak a different dialect from the 

rest of China.] 

Mr. Yee Ah Tye is his full name: Yee is the surname; Ah 
fye, his first name; but his American friends did not see it 
that way, and always add@ressed him Ah Tye, so he and his de- 
scendants were and are known as the Ah Tyes. 

An Tye left his home in China because he was not satis- 
am fied to struggle along in his humble villag 8 abode. He had 
Colles " Gordan 

heard of a new country cadl "Gold Mountain" and he wanted to 

go to it to seek a fortune. When he arrived in San Francis- 

co, he was in need of money and so accepted the first job 
opened to him. With many other Chinese who were imported 

| here to build railroads which bind the Hast with the West, 

ee he went to work, but he was too aggressive to be just a wage 

- garmer, a common laborer all his life. | 

| He heard of the riches in the earth and of the gold 

rush, so he marched north with the gold seekers and finally 


reached the Sierra Nevada mountains. He located and staked 
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Bidens cet merchandise store where all the chinese traded. He 
eee Me 


ie at the different Chinese camps with groceries which 
he delivered by pack mules. He also financed many mining 
ey for his countrymen. They deposited their wealth with 
him; there was no question of his integrity. He realized 
“the hardship most of his countrymen had to undergo in order 
i to make good, so he was always looking out for their welfare 
ft, i and was always glad to help them. When any of them met with 
| reverses or were sick, they just came and lived at his place 
where they received free room and board. 
Wot only was he kind to those of his own race but to 

yr the Americans as well. I met an American friend of his who 
Bx i spoke very fondly of Mr. Ah Tye. He said, "I was only a boy 
Bite -vwhen I went to work in a mine for Ah Tye, and I did not ex- 
7 pect a man's wage, but when pay day came, to may surprise he 
i oe paid me the same as the men. Mr. Ah Tye was recognized by 
both Chinese and Americans as a most honorable and upright 
man and was respected and trusted. 
He married a Chinese girl from San Francisco and took 
cher to la Porte where she made her home with him for twenty- 
Nar ie years , enduring the heavy winters. It was not unusual 
Poa ee pe 


Bre ALS ’ ‘ 
| < i 
- ¥ fi 


i to be snowbound for six months in the year. ‘There 


ake Tegee : 


igiteaet ont a Oe Het re 


; . 1 ut) + y 


ie. ‘. os Ry fr . re 4 eR a \ 


k RBM ic ; 
vi sent at: bani Ds eating eh 
a4 “h sf +e , * \ 
eae BU RAPER Nera BP) Some ME "Bed BNE SS CF NE ie''6 movie Vee out 
. : m5 eos Vy re 4 
iy sto SD OU UND Ee eS Oo Ba ocr it duer0't “2s al 

a ; { ; Parr erat WRT TST Pek DAP ah tata: Hk es AES, 4 aisha 3 ‘oa * hone 
ir UU a ya tte a) GF ye kads Cah ad ON hia Yai ee @ a er @ bela - t % 
\ 1 ; ' ~ \ j - 
; \ So ama be: Maas, ‘ a ‘ ae 4 a dys Vee um $ oh 
: ESA Ry are: aces ae Be ete BGO Eom ey ane wea Lira ate 

2 ‘ . ¥, S19; 
\ 4 Me Ree aN pe) 
‘ Pht ; er by VR + PR PAD ae a fee aN ee ve, ry ae i, 
. Corl, uoedl Obata To ths ain eo Mae Re aT SHOU RE £120) “20 RO ee a) CREP PREG: at eer oad 
‘ ARE ‘ Ae fia | 
Owed itd Oi, rpy >) REO a Be ed 
{ 
y fj ( i ’ eS fet \ oe: en id pail ‘ . ve 
4 *% 7 
i wu oe] s4 ‘ ; . ‘ ) fn ae rh i * ; pa pee oe ‘ 

ODES0G RES AG OD nee) eee OOO, 

Me he GO EE OO OE TO" kek AO BOG 0G dD Sere teamed Bey Soin, 


Ry 


ey ie ‘ * . uO 4 th st ah ae a Re Wide cant sp wig ee pe 8 
High mUahs AU dates eee A SRM Oe Ee Ae Pet oe oe) Boe ae 4 he eo Ry Sg fae: 
‘ Aen an 

i fe te At Pa % 

| y ab is Ns Be a hed tre r 
! waved j eek oat 4 lage ; { be ey tus r ey a ie 

wig uv ae % cin GA oie) Meee € hore be bot Loe o YY 7 “oie B i wd MT BI 7s 

Bite ; Wace r ‘ 

oo ) 


bane po Fy : “44 Pol ew Je ‘apt "i niet A ne? ee ae ¥ ud : 
‘i ROT ONE REIS ERS © OUTS EEUU Ot) Sn ae ie a At et GY dies 


OE Eo MET RM Sites Be ‘eicp0 Basa to 


Viie 
ed Od eo ie wath bets mh bad rt) ore ed 
A bee ay} Bs d ¥ ‘ “hala 
pe neh tay see eal NO a a are 
oh MR OE AS vehi Bae ey." ‘serait! 

in M, ate DAN: NT es 
An wil ellos) wos 


aa eit 5 Bs out ig if 


ate stayed on until he passed away in 1892 leaving 

A wife and seven children. ‘he eldest son took over the 
“business but could not make a go of it. Mining was decreas- 
ing. Hydraulic mining was prohibited. ‘The town dwindled 
ana people moved away. 

ead Before the father died the mother took all the children 

: ES China, primarily to find husbands for the two eldest daugh- 
_ ters. She certainly had a hard time finding husbands for them. 
According to Chinese customs, the mother solicited the help 
‘of match-makers and after much hunting they found a young Man 


rte Gere the eldest daughter Foo Yow. Without her consent, the en- 


=” = 


gagement was made. The day of the wedding was set. But Foo 
‘tow was too Americanized for such methods. In the meantime 
she head made plans to run away, with the help of her sister. 
sk few days before the marriage ceremony she made her escape. 
Just as soon as this was known, there was at once 4 great up- 
- roar, until finally a substitute had to be found, and so a 
| daughter was adopted and the wedding took place. 

Maun, Mare, 
After a year or so Foo Yow metyKoa and they fell in love 


ith each other and were married. He had a good position as 


sdore of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha Steamship Company in Yo-. 
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ee ont Bnglish as well as Japancse They never had 


Ley 


6 Be aae gave them parents’ care and love and education. 
[Bus at was not to be, for God Bp them both away during 

| Metsscenen) 

ag fhe second daughter, Quintai, married a man who was 
ee in Hong Kong and born in India of a Chinese father 


ys 
and an Indian mother. He had a position as bank compodore 
in Hong Kong. ‘They had two children, both of whom died in 
the Ay childhood from the bubonic plague. Quintai died young 
from a broken hears, for her husband was unfaithful to her. 
he third in the family, @ son named Chuck, sowed his 

ptm oats in his youth. He got the opium habit and: other 

be pad habits. He had a happy-go-lucky nature but also a bril- 
liant mind. When he got older he settled down and made money. 
On came the depression, however, and with his opium smoking 
_ which he realized was a curse to himself and his family, he 
took his own life, that he might leave enough money for his 
wife to live on. His wife was a native of Canton who came to 
on America thirty-five years ago, right after she married him. 
They have four children. The youngest, a daughter, is a 
erataate of the University of California College of Dentistry. 
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- The fourth child, a girl, married a man of her own 


Choice, named Yen. He was born in China of a well-to-do fa- 


i 4 keg A 
— were sent over by the Chinese government to be educated 


a, in the different colleges here. Yen went to Yale and gra- 


ia elie Rah LIK. 
(i ii duated from the college of law. Being Chinese, he inever had 
Oy 

“a al chance to practice law in America. He was unemployed for 


a 


ne a long time after graduation. Then he secured a position in 
the Yokohama Species Bank of San Francisco. He later re- 
signed from that job and went to Vancouver for the Chinese 
Government ag Consul, later to Washington D.C. to the post 

of Charge a'affaires to the Chinese Ambassador, then to China 

n ee government employ. Finally he and his family drifted back 
to America. In Berkeley they bought a home where he spent 
his last days. Their two children were graduates of the Uni- 
versity of California. His late years were hard ones, no 
work, no money saved up, and an invalid for two years. Af- 

| _ ter he passed away his son got a Civil Service job which he 

ss gill nolas, that of playground director in San Francisco 

? Chinatown. His wife is a social worker in the International 


The daughter was killed in an automobile accident. 
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The fifth child a girl was an accomplished pianist. 
She died in her early twenties. 

The youngest child of the Yee family is a son. He was 
a bank clerk for twenty-five years. Just a year ago he was 
honorably discharged. He nearly went crazy, for besides 
his wife he has a family of eleven children, half of them 
still dependent upon him. Of course now the older ones are 
working and helping to support the younger ones. 

The youngest daughter in line, is named Kinglan. She 
was one of the last to leave the mining town of Ia Porte. 
She had the good fortune of having the opportunity to live | 
with the Chinese Consul's family in San Francisco and attend 
the public school there. Chinese children were barred from | 
the public schools in those days, but through the influence | 
of the Consul, she gained admittance to the Jean Parker 
sehool. After she finished there she went to a private pre- | 
paratory school for the university where she had to pay 4 
tuition of twenty-five dollars a month. She married a Uni- 


versity of California graduate , of a wealthy family. Right 
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Sources of that province, so that the government would give 
them an appropriation for development but lir. x. refused to 
do so. The Viceroy would have arrested him and probably 
killed him if he did not comply, but Mr. X. is an American 
citizen so he called on the help of the American Consul, got 


_— 
safely out of his clutches and returned to America. | 


The second time he went to China he took his wife and 
&@ son with him. They went to South China to operate a coal 
mine. The coal mine was not a success, since the government 
refused to give them a permit to use dynamite. So that was 
Closed, but he secured other engineering positions in vari- 
ous government organizations. He was considered a success- 
ful man and was very prominent there. On account of much 
uprising and political disturbances he came back to America, 
where his children might be educated and be in safety. 

He got a position in a bank, but lost it three years 
ago. it has gone pretty hard for them since, struggling and 
hoping for better times. 

Mie. Xe and son are operating a mine on the Klamate and 
he has spent many months planning and calculating how to run 
this mine in the most economical and efficient way. He has 
put his whole soul into it and he will either make or break 
it. It is not smooth sailing; there are many obstacles to 


surmount. It is hard to raise a capital sufficient to carry 
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In the meantime his wife is working under the State En- 
ployment Reliet Administration and trying to make ends meet. 
| She is er discouraged. When she files in line with a food 
‘order a her hand, she ive to think that she is standing 


in line to buy @ grand opera ticket instead. 
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My. Chee, the oldest son of a poor farmer was born in 
Chung San District, in the province of Canton, China in 1871. 
Woen he was hardly two years old his father was about two 
steps removed from slavish bondage. His father owed a great 
deal of money to several wealthy persons who loaned him mo- 
ney to buy lands for farming. The amount owed was probably 
about $900. These lands were not very productive nor were 
they profitable. This was not because the lands were poor 
in fertility but because of the drought. He was too poor 
to have them irrigated. He was given four years to meet the 
payments. Within the period of three years there was not a 
Single drop of rain. He was warned that at the end of the 
fourth year he must meet his obligation promptly. If not he 
must work out his debt to those who loaned him the money. In 
other words he must offer himself to work for a certain 
amount of time which would be equivalent to the amount of 
money owed. In the old days wages were very low. Farm hands 
or laborers were paid only nine to twelve dollars a year and 
thus, to work out his loan, he must work all his life with- 
out receiving any compensation. That was not all, for his 
whole family must go under slavish bondage. 

By the kindness of destiny there was abundance of rain 


before the end of the fourth year of the loan. Hence Mr. 
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Chee was saved from bondage when he was five years old, be- 
cause his father had been able to completely repay all of 
his debts. Thence lir. Chee's father freed from all obliga- 
tions and worries began to have so much more energy and in- 
spiration that he commenced to work harder on the land. 

Four years after that he had accumulated a little money, and 
his family did not have to live without the necessities of 
life. 

Mx. Chee was then sent to a missionary school near the 
county seat of his village. This school was supported by 
the missionaries from the churches in the United States. 
There he was taught Chinese and various related subjects. 
English was one of the required subjects. Besides, he was 
taught a trade which struck his fancy. That trade was weav- 
ing or making wicker furniture with reeds, bamboo and rat- 
tan. This furniture was very popular at the time, and even 
now it sells well in the summer time. Mr. Chee spent nine 
years ear tne school, and after that he entered a Chinese 
secondary school where he studied some technical courses for 
two years. 

Then his father took him out of school to help him with 
the farming business. He was given charge of the business 
and of the farm. He did not like the way his father ran the 


farm, so he suggested to his father that the farm should be 
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irrigated and more fertilizers should be used. By so doing 
there would be a yield of more produce. Apparently that 
idea was agreeable to his father, and the farm was complete- 
ly turned over to the son. ir. Chee hired three men to help 
him with the irrigation work. Then fertilizers were placed 
into the soil. They raised wheat, rye, rice, mustard green 
and other Chinese fruits which were planted in rotation. Af- 
ter he had increased the income on the twenty five acres of 
land, he turned it back to his father. His father said that 
he was a successful farmer and asked him why he did not keep 
on with farming, but Mr. Chee wanted to go to the land of 
opportunity. His one ambition was to come to America to 
make his own fortune. He did not want to depend on his fa- 
ther for a livelihood all his life and wanted to be indepen- 
dent. 

When he reached his nineteenth anniversary his father 
bought him a steerage passage on a sail boat or mast ship 
bound for America. It took him nearly three months to reach 
California. In mid ocean the ship encountered many storms, 
yet it survived them. Mr. Chee finally arrived in Califor- 
nia in 1890, landing in San Francisco in the summer of that 
year. Upon his arrival his maternal uncle met him at the 
pier. 


Mr. Chee at the time had $500 which his father had gi- 
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ven him to start business with. Instead of using the money 
he put it in a savings bank. He got a job in the hand laun- 
dry run by his uncle and worked as a launderer until he knew 
how to iron clothing. In the beginning he was only paid 
five dollars a month for three months. After he began to do 
Some ironing, his wage was increased to twenty dollars a 
month, including room and board. His pay was considered fair 
in those days, and he worked at this until 1893. ‘Then he 
went to work in a mining camp as a cook and received forty 
dollars a month. This wage was far higher than what he was 
paid before, and in addition he had shorter hours. He kept 
this job until 1896 and took a trip back to China to see his 
parents. He had been saving all his money for this trip and 
he was able to draw $1,000 from his bank. 

He arrived in China in November 1896. His parents were 
exceedingly glad to see him home. They celebrated his safe 
return, for in those days trips across the Pacific Ocean on 
sail boats were rather dangerous, and such boats were often 
at the mercy of destiny and the wind. As tradition was, his 
parents' first thought was that he should be married and have 
a happy family. As a matter of fact they had already be- 
trothed him to a young maiden without his knowledge. Hence 
he had to fulfill his parents' wishes and desires. He went 
through with the matrimonial contract nonchalantly although 
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such affairs were rather elaborately performed. 

All his relatives were gathered into one house to help 
celebrate the happy occasion. When the socalled bridal ma- 
tron arrived at the bridegroom's house with the bride, the 
visitors to the wedding party rushed out to the entrance to 
welcome her. The matron helped open a red umbrella just as 
the bride was leaving the sedan chair. In fact the bride } 
was carried on the back of the matron. At the same time the 
matron put the umbrella over her. The purpose of the red 
umbrella was to shield the bride from the unwanted looks of 
the evil spirits. The bride was carried on the back of the 
matron in the belief that the she would thus not step on any- 
thing that the evil spirits might have set on the ground. In 
other words the bride must not let the evil spirits cast any 
spells on her. ! Such practices are not much followed NOW.) 
The socalled bridal matron was an elderly woman who had many 
children and grandchildren. She was hired by the bride's fa- 
mily. The woman with such qualifications was hired because 
of the belief that through her influence the bride would have 
many children. In other words, she signified productiveness. 
This wedding celebration lasted a whole week. 

Mr. Chee remained in China until a pair of twins was 
born. These happened to be boys. His parents, his wife, and 


he himself were extremely happy. ‘Traditionally a boy as a 
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first born was welcomed with open arms, but two boys as 
first born children brought more joy into their hearts than 
gold. Then again they celebrated the happy event for three 
weeks. 

Once more, lir. Chee returned to California in 1899. 
This time he obtained a job in a Chinese import and export 
house as a buyer and bookkeeper. He was paid about eighty 
dollars a month and kept at this for a year. Then he sent 
for his own family who arrived in San Francisco in July 1901. 
After their arrival Mr. Chee opened a Chinese restaurant in 
one of the college towns in California. At first he did not 
hire any help. He and his wife ran this business alone un- 
til it became so very prosperous that they hired a cook and 
a dishwasher. They have been running this business for over 
thirty years. 

Mr. Ghee's wife and the two children took trips back 
to China within that period. Te children were sent to Chi- 
nese school for eight years. Of course, the mother returned 
+o San Francisco as soon as they entered school. During 
these thirty years lr. Chee made about $30,000 from his res- 
taurant business and other business interests. He loaned 
$40,000 to a cousin to buy real estate. Just recently he 
could not collect that loan, and the building was turned 


over to him with $10,000 still due him together with inter- 
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est. Thus, Mr. Chee is worth $40,000 and has, as well, 
other sources of income. 

Mr. Chee is the father of two boys and a girl. Of the 
two boys, one is a civil engineer in China, the other is an 
aviator and radio operator. The daughter is a physician in 
China. lr. Chee likes America. He often says that this is 
his adopted country. He likes the Chinese traditions which 
are fine. He doesn't like the way the Chinese were treated 
by the police in the San Francisco Chinatown. These police 
often violated the constitutional rights of the Chinese 
people. Outside of this matter he thinks the Ree eo peo- 


ple are very excellent. 
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Daughter of Rich Landowner from Yamaguchi-ken 


I was born in Yamaguchi-ken in a rural district, 
but we were not farming people ourselves. We owned 
acres of land which we leased out to tenant farmers who 
tilled the soil and cultivated rice and vegetables. 
These farmers labored from early morning until late in 
the evening every day, rain or shine, and their lot was 
indeed a hard one, for their very life depended on what 
work they did. Since they paid no rent in money for 
the use of the land, they were obliged to present their 
landlord with a certain percentage of all the farm pro- 
ducts, usually about forty percent. They lived for the 
most part on the direct results of their labor, although 
they sold some products in order to purchase necessities 
other than food. In the evenings, and when things were 
not so busy in the fields they spun, wove, sewed, made 
mats and were occupied in other similar household duties 
in their homes. 

My father and mother both died when I was still 
a youngster so that I lived with my grandparents. Since, 
however, by some stroke of luck in years past, we were 
proprietors of land, we never had any anxieties about 
our financial condition. Without our doing a stroke of 


work, we were royally presented after each season with 
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